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Coach Mozga President’s SpotlightMeet SGA Officers
Meet the officers that bridge the gap be-
tween the administrators and students 
of MSJC.

Hear how the Mozga family transformed 
the MSJC Women’s basketball program.

Schultz’s  explains how far MSJC has 
come and what he hopes for the future 
of MSJC.
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Menifee holds first Music & Arts Festival 
By Jennifer Vargas

were inspirational. The 
parking lot had food truck 
vendors, games, music and 
a ton of people who were 
well behaved. I had a blast.”

    The event attracted 
local radio stations, along 

with country radio sta-
tion K-Frog 95.1. At their 
booth was the opportunity 
to win prizes and talk with 
on-air radio personality 
Kelli Green. You can hear 
her every weekday morn-

ing on The Wake-Up Call 
with Kelli and Anthony.  

    The Music & Arts 
Festival had a little some-
thing for everyone, com-
plete with a casino table 
for all the card sharks out 

there. There was a beer gar-
den to purchase alcohol to 
help all the country loving 
folks feel like they were 
at an authentic festival ex-
perience. It was Menifee’s 
own version of Stagecoach. 

The MSJC Dance, 
Choir, ASL, Jazz Ensem-
ble, Gypsy Jazz and Jazz 
Combo all had oppor-
tunities to perform and 
show the community the 
talent that MSJC and its 
students have to offer.  

  Marilyn Warner had the 
opportunity to attend the 
festival, which she heard 
about through a friend. 
She was excit ed to 
be seeing the headliners 
and Grammy- nominated 
duo Thompson Square. 
She had volunteered at a 
Child Fund booth years 
ago at one of their con-
certs with Luke Bryan 
and was able to sponsor a 
child in another country.

  “The festival was great,” 
she said. “After all these 
years, it was a thrill for me 
to talk with Shawna and 
Keifer [Thompson Square] 
about Child Fund and the 
fact that our sponsor kids 
are from the same program. 
I have always wanted to 
personally thank them.”

Continued on page 11 

     The sunny weather 
came just in time for the 
first Music & Arts Fes-
tival at MSJC’s Menifee 
campus, put on through 
the City of Menifee on 
March 30.  The event at-
tracted visitors from neigh-
boring cities as well as 
from the local community.  

    The parking lot be-
came a giant concert 
venue filled with live 
music on multiple stag-
es, vendors, food trucks, 
art displays, and crafts.  

  The festival was a 
family friendly event, 
with face painting and 
a children’s play area. 

   Event goer and MSJC 
student James Park-
er enjoyed the event. 

    “Entrance of the LRC 
was filled with great sculp-
tures and paintings that 
exhibited the gorgeous cre-
ativity of various artists,” 
Parker said. “There were 
tables on the campus from 
different clubs that allowed 
visitors to show their artis-
tic side and informed them 
of historical figures who 

Photo by Jennifer Vargas
Thompson Square during performance at Arts and Music Festival.

Vandals don’t stop Beyond the Binary event

    On March 27, Professor 
Anjeanette Oberg’s PSYC-
104 class put on the Beyond 
the Binary Community 
Forum. The event was de-

signed to support members 
of the LGBTQ+ community 
and educate non-members.  

   “The Beyond the Binary 
event was part of our Psych 
of Gender Course, which is 

based on experiential and 
project-based learning,” 
said Oberg. “The students 
conduct this workshop to 
demonstrate what they are 
learning as a means of ed-

ucating and empowering 
the campus community.”

     “With education comes 
responsibility, and we have 
a duty to share our knowl-
edge in order to advocate for 
an inclusive and equitable 
community that supports 
the rights of all students.” 

   However, the day before 
the event it was brought to 
light that there was van-
dalism done to some of 
the posters for the event.       
The MSJC administration, 
faculty, staff, and River-
side County Sheriff’s De-
partment took immediate 
action to ensure the safety 
of the students came first.  

  Security presence was 
increased at the event 
and MSJC President Dr. 
Roger Schultz addressed 
all of the students and 
staff via mass email be-
fore the start of the event. 

     “Mt. San Jacinto Col-
lege officials have recently 
been notified about the van-
dalism of a poster announc-

ing an LGBTQ+ event on 
our Menifee Valley Cam-
pus. The extent of the van-
dalism is indicative of ha-
tred. This type of behavior 
is intolerable,” said Shultz. 

 “MSJC administration, 
faculty and staff fully sup-
port our students and are 
committed to providing a 
safe learning environment 
for all, including members 
of the LGBTQ+ and other 
marginalized communities. 
Let’s be very clear: Mt. San 
Jacinto College will not tol-
erate this and we will pur-
sue the perpetrator(s) and 
prosecute the individual(s) 
to the full extent of the law. 
MSJC has a proud culture 
of inclusivity and we em-
brace all backgrounds.”

 Schultz asked every-
one to stand united and 
join him for the event 
that night. The event had 
a large turnout of people 

Continued on page 11

Lake Elsinore ‘Superbloom’

Photo by Christopher Soto
Lake Elsinore, CA ‘superbloom’

Food 4 
Thought pop-
up pantry
By Jesus Alcala

    Food 4 Thought of-
fers free food for students. 
To receive food, a student 
must sign in with their 
name, school identification 
number, phone number, 
and signature. They may 
then pick up one piece of 
each type of food, filling 
their bag with groceries. 

    Food 4 Thought is 
scheduled to run on Thurs-
days from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m., twice a month. The 
distribution occurs on 
both the San Jacinto and 
Menifee campus at the 
same time and day. Both 
distributions are near the 
libraries on each campus.  

 Although there is enough 
food for approximately 100 
to 150 students on each 
campus, Special Programs 
Assistant II Suzanne Ortega 
advises that students line up

Continued on page 2

Students, faculty, and staff come to support event.              Photo by Shelby Walker

   With spring now in 
full effect and the heavy 
rains done, Lake Elsinore 
is one of the cities experi-
encing the superbloom of 
the California poppy. Of-
ficials say this year’s ex-
traordinary bloom is due 
in part to drought condi-
tions killing off invasive 
grasses that can impede the 
wildflowers. and the wet 
winter primed the plants 
for a spectacular bloom.  

     The bloom has even  
been captured from space. 
On March 13,  NASA’s 
Landsat 8 satellite was 
able to capture images of 
the superbloom from space

  Lake Elsinore officials 
say this is the largest dis-
play of poppies the city 
has ever had. The flow-
ers are bringing crowds 
from all over the state to 
see this possibly once in a 
lifetime natural phenom-
enon, which has gone vi-

ral all over social media.  
Although the city is 

happy to be having such a 
boom in tourism, it has also 
caused problems the city 
never could have foreseen. 

Lake Elsinore’s mayor 
Steve Manos says “the city 
never could have prepared 
for the mass numbers of vis-
itors, as we have never had 
a bloom this large. In 2017 

Continued on page 10
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Food 4 Thought cont.

Photo Courtesy of MSJC Information
Students getting food from pop-up pantry.

From page 1

as soon as possible, as 
most of the food is given 
out within the first hour. 
  Ortega oversees the dis-
tribution on the San Ja-
cinto campus, keeping 
volunteers on task and on 
schedule. Brittany Mon-
dragon, Paula Mova, 
and Jose Rivera-Hernan-
dez oversee the Meni-
fee campus distribution. 
 Various faculty mem-
bers, student athletes, Cal-
WORKs staff, and First Year 
Experience mentors assist 
with distributing the food. 
 When asked why Orte-
ga runs distribution, she 
responded, “I like to give 
back to the students. I 
wanted to help those in 
need. I like seeing the fac-
es of those that I helped.” 
   Ortega also said, “There 
were bumps along the way, 
but now Food 4 Thought 
is running really well. Ad-
ministration, faculty, and 
staff are really supportive.”  
  Weather can be a chal-
lenge. A distribution 
scheduled for Feb.14 was 
postponed until Feb.19 
due to rain. The event also 
started at 1 p.m., instead 
of the usual 11 a.m., due 
to scheduling conflicts. 
 First Year Experience 
Mentor Mya Correa was 
asked why she helps. Cor-

rea responded, “You nev-
er know when you will 
need help, so it’s import-
ant to help when you can.” 
    Correa has struggled fi-
nancially, and said, “I know 
it can be embarrassing to get 
help, but don’t be afraid to 
get help when you need it.” 
   Ortega  said that the eas-
iest way to help is to ar-
rive on-site at 10:00am to 
help set up the distribution. 
  One student commented, 
“I think it’s a good idea 
to give students food so 
they don’t have to worry 
about it. I think it’s good 
to give to the student body. 
I can tell it helps people.” 
     At the Feb. 19 distribution, 
students were offered cere-
al, popcorn, pasta shells, 
salsa, seasoning, soups, 
vegetables, and tuna. After 
an hour and a half, most of 
the food was distributed, 
except for cans of green 
beans and cans of tuna. 
  Food 4 Thought pur-
chases roughly 4 pallets 
of food for each campus, 
providing about 100 stu-
dents with a bag of gro-
ceries on each campus. 
   One student said, “This 
really helps me out. I di-
vorced recently. I’m in 
my last semester. I’m sur-
viving on $600 a month. 
This is really helpful for 
me. Thank you so much.” 

All the food is purchased 
from Feeding America, us-
ing funds from a state grant. 
According to  its web-
site, Feeding America can 
provide affordable food 
thanks to donations, vol-
unteers, and a food-saving 
system. Feeding Amer-
ica works with farmers 
and businesses to collect 
food that would have nor-
mally gone to landfill. 
    The website also de-
scribes the food-saving 
system. Sometimes, food 
has an odd appearance or 
has incorrect packaging. 
Such food is perfectly ed-
ible but not suitable for 
retail. Instead of throwing 
the food away, business-
es can donate the food to 
Feeding America, which 
then distributes food to 
food banks and pantries. 
 Food 4 Thought was 
founded  in November 
2017 by Lisa Campbell, 
Maya Cardenas, Dolores 
Smith, and Pamela Wright. 
  In previous semesters, 
there were  fewer events as 
Food 4 Thought was just 
starting. Ortega remarked 
that there was unprecedent-
ed demand for food, so the 
administrators have ramped 
up the number of events. 
    Food 4 Thought is cur-
rently set for twice a month. 
According to Ortega, that is 

not enough to meet the de-
mands of the student body. 
The administrators seek to 
increase the frequency to 
once a week for upcoming 
semesters.  In the future, 
administrators want Food 4 
Thought to be a permanent 
facility on campus where 
students can grab grocer-
ies on a walk-in basis. 
     Executive Assistant Sele-
na Paez-Mendez is one of 
those seeking a permanent, 
sustainable solution. When 

not distributing, Paez-Men-
dez works as an assistant to 
Vice President of Student 
Services John Colson and 
the Food 4 Thought found-
ers, planning meetings and 
touring other pantries to 
gather information on creat-
ing a sustainable program. 
  Food 4 Thought has 
helped many students, 
and nearly every student 
said at least one “thank 
you” at the distribution. 
  One student said, “The 

Food 4 Thought program 
has immensely helped my 
family on many different 
occasions. As a student 
who goes to school full-
time, works, and has chil-
dren, there have been many 
times where we didn’t have 
food in our house. Food 4 
Thought has been a pro-
gram to help tie us over 
with food until payday. It 
is great to see  it happen-
ing every two weeks now 
rather than once a month.”

MVC Criminal Justice Club fingerprinting workshop

Photo Courtesy of MVC Criminal Justice Club
MVC Criminal Justice Club poses for photo after workshop.

By Rita Douangpannha

 Meeting every other 
Thursday in Room 969  
from 12:30 p.m. until 1:30 
p.m., the Menifee Criminal 
Justice Club is open to all 
MSJC students. The club 
activities  include guest 
speakers, visits to local 
justice and law enforce-
ment departments, and 
hands-on student activities.  
    In a recent club meet-
ing, students were given a 
lesson in forensic science 
and received a lesson in 
fingerprint collecting and 
analysis. The fingerprint 
lab was run by Club Advi-
sor, Professor Farrar. Stu-
dents were shown a video 
on different types of prints 
(patent, plastic, and latent), 
given materials for extract-
ing prints, and taught how 
to document the prints.  
    Using the powder tech-
nique, students dusted plas-
tic cups for their prints. 
Next, they took photo-
graphs of the prints before 
applying a tape to extract 
them. Being careful to not 
disrupt the dust adhering 

to the tape, students then 
slowly lifted the prints from 
the cups and placed the 
taped prints onto a finger-
print slip for documenting.
     Students then examined 
prints using a magnifier 
and analyzed the friction 
ridges. As prints are unique 
for every person, students 

noted the bifurcation, ridge 
endings, and crossovers. 
Under the magnifiers, stu-
dents were surprised to find 
their print whorls defined 
and intricate. With their 
prints differing from their 
neighbors, students shared 
their finds with one another. 
    Some noted that finding 

viable prints was hard, as 
latent or invisible prints 
are among the most com-
mon prints dealt with. 
Some students found that 
after getting their fingers 
dirty from the dusting 
powder, their prints more 
visible (patent prints).  
    While new forms of fin-

gerprint extraction have 
been used, dusting remains 
a viable option as it is cost 
efficient and effective. Stu-
dents interested in forensic 
science are then exposed 
to its methods to better 
understand the importance 
of gathering and handling 
prints. As students delve 

further into the science, fin-
gerprint minutiae are looked 
at through computer-aid-
ed software. Students also 
view electronic-captures 
of fingerprints from a data-
base and compare prints to 
locate persons of interest. 
    With club members 
ranging in career paths, the 
Criminal Justice Club is a 
great way for students to 
network in their field. Stu-
dents interested in law en-
forcement, social services, 
the judiciary system, and 
forensic science make up 
the majority of member-
ship, but all students are 
welcome to join and partic-
ipate in the club’s activities.
    If interested, students are 
welcome to drop by Room 
969 for club meetings, or to 
email the Club President, 
Delaney Fuori, msjccrimi-
naljusticeclub@gmail.com, 
for more information. Stu-
dents unable to attend meet-
ings at the Menifee Campus 
on Thursdays may also join 
the San Jacinto Campus’s 
club meetings every oth-
er Thursday during 12:30 
p.m. until 1:30 p.m. as well.

Photo Courtesy of SGA
2019 SGA Officers

  MSJC provides students 
with a wide variety of 
options to help them pre-
pare for the future, while 
also allowing them to get 
involved in student life. 
   One of these extra cur-

By Pablo Ramos riculum activities is the 
Student Government Asso-
ciation, also known as SGA  
The SGA is the school’s 
student government that 
represents enrolled stu-
dents’ wants and needs.  
    The SGA allows students 
to contribute to their school 

by letting them step into 
leadership roles. There is 
a wide variety of positions 
that the SGA offers, from 
president to commission 
of finance, and senator of 
college activities, as well 
as others. The members are 
dedicated to being the voic-

es of the students and help 
set a bridge between ad-
ministration and students.  
    With 12 elected posi-
tions, the SGA helps the 
college by participating in 
issues as well as concerns 
that impact student events 
and environment. Each po-
sition plays a pivotal role 
in being the voice of the 
students. SGA has aspiring 
students who are honing 
their skills and learning 
from what they have ex-
perienced from being in 
the student government.
    President of the SGA 
Aaron Perez manages 
meetings and makes sure 
everything runs smoothly.  
Perez joined the SGA as 
a senator and was elect-
ed as a senator. Taking 
things up a notch Perez 
decided to run for presi-
dent and won the position.    
   The reason he joined 
the SGA was to learn 
the ins and outs. 
  “Student government is 
a great way to understand-
ing the things that go on 
behind the scenes and I 
think it’s very fascinating 
to me [and] being able to 
get closer and closer to 
conversing with faculty 

and the deans that we see 
every third Thursday out 
of the month,” Perez said.   
   With the president is the  
vice president which is run 
by Justine Gonzales who is 
at the Menifee campus and 
Adrian is at the San Jacin-
to campus. As the leaders 
of the interclub council or 
ICC, their roles revolve 
around relaying messag-
es from clubs to SGA.
    Alongside Perez, oth-
er members from the 
SGA have their own 
reasons  they joined. 
     Commissioner of College 
Activities Delisa Williams 
gave her insight as to why 
she joined.  She grew up 
with a close friend named 
Abbie and her older broth-
er was the school’s football 
superstar. Unfortunately, 
in 2016 he passed away in 
a car accident and to com-
memorate him, they made 
a scholarship in his name. 
   Williams wanted to earn 
this scholarship and to ob-
tain it she had to participate 
in a college activity. For her, 
it was either track or SGA, 
and since the school doesn’t 
have a track team, the 
SGA was her go-to option
   Student Trustee Shayla 

Lopez brings the perspec-
tive of the students when-
ever addressing an issue 
or concern. She joined 
to continue establishing 
relationships with her 
community. Back in high 
school she was a part of 
ASB so for her, this terri-
tory is familiar and some-
thing she enjoys doing.  
  Like Lopez, the SGA’s 
Senator of Financial Af-
fairs Natalie Lavis joined 
due to her involvement 
with school activities.
     On the other hand, Ma-
ria Buchananm who is the 
Commissioner of Financial 
Affairs, had someone rec-
ommend them the SGA.  
      With this recommen-
dation alone, Buchanan 
said “[Casey] was a re-
ally big influencer for 
me to start. She’s the 
only reason why I start-
ed SGA in the first place.”
    The Senator of Finan-
cial Affairs ran by Miguel 
Zacarias and Natalie La-
vis is a position that helps 
commissioners with the 
budget and monitors to see 
if they are spending their 
money in an efficient way.

Continued on page 11  
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Former MSJC athlete goes professional

Photos Courtesy of Roosevelt Adams
Left photo of Adams in 2015 playing for MSJC. Right photo Adams playing for the Philippines professional team.
By Cindy Lopez

   Roosevelt Adams is 
an MSJC student-athlete 
alumnus who has become 
a professional basketball 
player in the Philippines. 

Adams journey pro-
vides an insight into life 
after becoming an MSJC 
graduate, especially from 
a local student-athlete per-
spective. Thus, his journey 
serves as a model to those 
interested in pursuing a 
similar pathway to his.  

       Coming directly from 
West Valley High School in 
Hemet,  Adams enrolled in 
MSJC, where he continued 
his education.  Adams’s ex-
perience at MSJC was in-
teresting as well as a time 
of self-exploration. It was a 
time where Adams focused 
on figuring out his plans and 
aspirations for the future. 

      During Adams time 
at MSJC, he played for the 
men’s basketball team. His 
position was as a forward. 

    Adams MSJC expe-
rience included a setback 
in which Adams  consid-

ered quitting collegiate 
basketball. He  quit for a 
time because he felt his 
position was not as active 
as his previous experience 
had been. Adams role in 
the team led him to ques-
tion his interest and par-
ticipation for the sport.  

 Through Adams’s sup-
port system, he regained 
his motivation and pas-
sion for basketball. He 
returned to playing bas-
ketball. He then graduat-
ed in 2015 from MSJC. 

   After MSJC, he was 
accepted and transferred 
to The College of Idaho, 
a private, liberal arts col-
lege in Caldwell, Idaho.  

     From The College 
of Idaho, Adams received 
a full-ride scholarship to 
play for their men’s bas-
ketball team, where he 
played as forward/guard 
and continued his un-
dergraduate education.   

   Adams most memora-
ble game was in his senior 
year at The College of Ida-
ho. In the second round of 

the National Association 
of Intercollegiate Athletics 
(NAIA) Tournament, Ad-
ams made the game win-
ner. With this, the College 
of Idaho’s basketball team 
advanced to the Elite Eight. 
The team went on to even-
tually become one of the 
Final Four. The last time 
The College of Idaho’s 
basketball team achieved 
this rank was in 1996.  

    Adams graduated from 
The College of Idaho in 
2018. His proudest accom-
plishment was receiving 
his degrees. Adams dou-
ble-majored in Health and 
Human Performance with 
a minor in Psychology. 

      Adams experience as a 
collegiate basketball player 
for both MSJC and The 
College of Idaho led Adams 
to his profession, which 
was playing basketball 
at the professional level.  

        After finishing his 
education, Adams received 
an opportunity to play 
professionally. He went 
on to represent the Philip-

pines in Dubai, alongside 
Lamar Odom, a profes-
sional basketball player.  

    Adams currently plays 
professional basketball in 
the Philippines. His posi-
tion is as a guard/forward. 
Adams transition abroad 
was different. This transi-
tion marked an apprecia-
tion for his life in the Unit-
ed States; he was exposed 
to the culture and poverty 
present in the Philippines.   

   Because of Adams 
daily exposure to sports, 
in particular basketball, 
his degrees—Health and 
Human Performance—
have helped Adams.  

     Adams exposure to the 
United States and the Phil-
ippines gave him the ability 
to distinguish the differ-
ent training styles of both 
countries. The Philippines 
playing consists of more 
physical and tempo than 
the United States’ style.  

  The most challenging 
aspect of playing profes-
sionally, for Adams, was 
his knee injury. This was 

challenging because of the 
mental and physical effects 
his injury had on Adams.  

The encouragement 
of Adams’ loved ones—
family, friends, and fi-
ancée—helped him be-
come who he is today.  

     A day in Adams’ life 
consists of playing basket-
ball and maintaining con-
tact with his family. Adams 
remains in contact with his 
loved ones, despite the 16-
hour time zone difference.  

     Besides basket-
ball, Adams dedicates 
his time to other activi-
ties such as working out, 
playing pool, bowling, 
and watching movies.  

     His future plans consist 
of continuing his basketball 
career as long as possible. 
To ensure this, Adams fo-
cuses on improving his 
skills, either weaknesses 
or strengths. In addition, 
Adams tries to maintain 
his motivation (in order 
to reach his future plans).  

    Adams motivation 
comes from improving 

himself. Another factor 
helping Adams maintain his 
motivation is that he looks 
forward to one day sharing 
his journey—coming from 
the small city of Hemet, 
CA to living in the Philip-
pines—with adolescents. 

“Everything is nev-
er given to you [stu-
dent-athletes] whether 
it’s basketball or grades,” 

Adams says. 
“ [ S t u d e n t - a t h l e t e s 

should] never be satis-
fied and always work...
someone [is] trying to 
outdo you [student-ath-
letes],” said Adams.  

 Although Adams dis-
cussed the competitive 
nature of sports, he ulti-
mately provides the ad-
vice that student-athletes 
should keep in mind.  

“The only competi-
tor should be the per-
son in the mirror,” 

 Adams’s says, to 
those pursuing a sim-
ilar pathway to his. 

Mozga family helps Lady Eagles fly 
By Eric Rodriguez

  A native of Des 
Moines, Iowa and a grad-
uate of Northwest Mis-
souri State University, 
MSJC Women’s Basket-
ball Head Coach Chris 
Mozga has turned a strug-
gling program into a con-
sistently successful team.  

  Before Mozga took over 
as head coach, the program 
was lucky to reach the min-
imum player requirement 
to participate in The Cal-
ifornia Community Col-
lege Athletic Association 
(CCCAA). With the help 
of his wife and Assistant 
Coach Fontay, Mozga’s 
sensational coaching has 
evolved the program to the 
powerhouse it currently is. 

   Before arriving at 
MSJC, Mozga coached 
men’s basketball at the 
College of the Desert, set-
ting a school record of 26 
victories in 2001 and win-
ning the first conference ti-
tle at the school since 1980.  

  Obviously, no strang-
er to winning, Moz-
ga has the most wins as 
the women’s basketball 
coach in MSJC history.  

  In 2017-18, Mozga 
led the team to win their 
first ever CCCAA state 
championship.  The Ea-
gles set a school single 
season record and winning 
32 games that same year.  

   Mozga has achieved 
many other coaching 
milestones in his luxuri-
ous career. He has earned 
the honor of being named 
Conference Coach of the 
Year seven times and was 
crowned Coach of the Year  
once in men’s basketball 
in 2005 and once in wom-
en’s basketball in 2013.  

 With a career-win-
ning percentage of 
around 0.780, Mozga has 
not let all his achieve-

ments get to his head.  
    Mozga made it very 

clear that it wasn’t just his 
display of dominant coach-
ing that helped him achieve 
greatness. In fact, he hum-
bly went on to thank Dean 
of Athletics Patrick Spring-
er, his wife and Assistant 
Coach Fontay, but most 
importantly his players. 

   Coming to the conclu-
sion that winning is import-
ant but life is not all about 
shooting hoops, Mozga 

builds his program on hard-
work and dedication. Help-
ing players reach their full 
potential both on and off the 
court. Over 90 players have 
earned scholarships after 
playing in Mozga’s wom-
en’s basketball program.  

   His year to year goal 
is to have at least have six 
of his players earn scholar-
ships and with his non-stop 
encouragement. Mozga 
wishes to help his players 
reach their wildest dreams.  

   Showing no signs of 
slowing down, success on 
the court fuels this pres-
tigious coach but nothing 
compares to the love and 
support he receives from 
his loving family. He is a 
father of three children, 
Jason, Anto, and Krislyn.  

  Mozga’s eldest son 
Jason helps coach foot-
ball at MSJC. Along-
side with Football Head 
Coach Casey Mazzotta, 
Jason has followed in his 

father footsteps and has 
found himself as coach.  

  Jason has already grad-
uated college and at only 
25 years of age has al-
ready achieved so much. 
With a family of coach-
es, nothing but more suc-
cess is destined for this 
Mozga family legacy. 

Photo Courtesy of MSJC Athletics
Mozga family, Anton, Chris, Krislyn, Fontay, and Jason.
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Heard embraces her beauty through art

Photos courtesy of Chelsea Heard
Heard’s illustration of her book Curls.

By Melissa Castro

  Chelsea Heard is among 
many MSJC students 
exhibiting their talents. 
Heard is a children’s book 
author whose love for art 
and drawing has led her to 
creating her own works as 
she pursues her art degree.  

 “I first started becom-
ing serious about art when 
I was in the 5th grade,” 
Heard said. “I never 
thought I was good, nor 
did I even consider it a tal-
ent until I started getting 
compliments from students 
in my class. As a child, 
I was always drawing. I 
didn’t ask it to happen; it 
just did and so I kept at it.”  

 She wrote and illustrat-
ed her book “Curls”, and 
derived from her own life 
experiences, incorporating 
it into the plot of her book. 
The process of creating 
“Curls” wasn’t clear to her 
at first. She assumed that this 
would be a simple project.  

 Heard explained that 
she “didn’t know that it 
was going to be a book 
to begin with. At first it 
was just my Concentra-
tion for my AP Studio 2D 
class in High School!” 

 After about a year, she 
finished “Curls”. During 
the time she spent mak-
ing it, she was inspired by 
several of her own favor-
ite childhood books, such 
as “Fancy Nancy”, “Ju-
nie B. Jones” and Charles 
Schultz’ “Charlie Brown”.  

 “Curls”, according to 
Heard, is about the “sig-
nificance of self-love”. She 
says that “it is stemmed 
from my personal experi-

ences with my curly cra-
zy hair as a kid and may-
be even a little bit now!”  

 The book revolves 
around the story of Mack-
enzie Madison, as readers 
are seeing a glimpse in the 
life of the main character 
getting ready for school.   

Heard explains that 
much of the story is 
about little Mackenzie 
learning that she doesn’t 
have to change her curls. 

  “When her hair becomes 
a hindrance for her, she tries 
to change it,” Heard said. 
“Later she realizes that her 
hair is beautiful just the way 
it is. This teaches children 
about loving their quirks 
and flaws. It reassures chil-
dren and adults that it is 
OK to be different and that 
conforming to society isn’t 

needed in order to fit in. 
“I hope that the “Curls” 

Series inspires children to 
love themselves, and love 
others. With the first book 
being about hair, I felt that 
bad hair days were some-
thing many of us had ex-
perienced at some point in 
our life. But it’s all about 
loving imperfections.”  

When asked about in-
spiration for her character, 
Heard said, “Mackenzie 
came from within me, and 
she serves as my alter ego, 
cartoon persona as a child.”   

 Heard’s advice for fel-
low writers is, “To not 
overthink it. Keeping that 
sense of imagination and 
whimsicality in a book 
is what makes it special. 
Don’t be afraid to experi-
ment with different styles, 

because that source of curi-
osity can help you create a 
style of your own. Find out 
what and who inspires you. 

  “Remember that it 
doesn’t have to be per-
fect. The little imper-
fections are what make 
it fun and enjoyable.” 

 Heard also has ad-
vice to her fellow artists. 

 “To those of you who 
hide behind your sketch-
books and artwork, con-
tinue to express yourself!   
Never lose your sense of 
imagination, for it is the 
greatest currency known 
to mankind. It is valuable 
and beautiful when mold-
ed and sculpted into what-
ever you want it to be.”  

  She also credits art with 
being a source of com-
fort and security, as it has 

given her a voice through 
the works she creates.  

 “Art has taught me to 
be fearless, to be unpre-
dictable and to be OK with 
my quirky side. Art has and 
continues to influence me 
every day to stay curious, to 
break boundaries and start 
a pathway for new artists 
to come. I plan to contin-
ue to create fearlessly and 
passionately with all that 
God has instilled in me.” 

 Her plans are to keep 
going on the path that 
“Curls” has set her on.  

“There will be more 
children’s books com-
ing soon that are in the 
works,” said Heard. 

“Curls” is the first book 
in a series she is working 
on. She would also like to 
see her art being featured 

in the MSJC Art Gallery 
in the future. As of now, 
she is focused on expand-
ing her current genre of 
books and says that she’s 
“curious to see where this 
series takes me” but is “al-
ways open to branching 
out in different genres”. 

   Heard is focused on 
making illustrations and 
art. Heard stated that she 
has hopes to “contin-
ue creating art. I am an 
art major, so it is some-
thing that I hope to do 
for the rest of my life.”  

Since her days of draw-
ing in her childhood, art has 
become a central part of her. 

  “I am married to my 
craft, and my art form 
has always been my best 
friend,” Heard said,. “It 
has been there for me, from 
the beginning, through my 
highest highs and lowest 
lows and still continues 
to stand firm within me. 

 “I couldn’t imagine my-
self doing anything else, 
so that’s why I plan to be 
the very best that I can be 
at it. I thank God and my 
family for being so sup-
portive in my ambitions 
and dreams to pursue art. 
That is a blessing in itself!” 

  You can follow Heard’s 
art journey on Instagram 
@officialsilentecho_art

   

‘Brace Yourself’ art exhibit opens at SJC

Photo   by Brooke Bunte
“Brace Yourself” live art display during March art show.

By Gregory Stires

  In the month of March, 
the Mt. Jacinto college 
hosted an art exhibit called 
Brace Yourself in collab-
oration with Fresno City 
College’s Art Space Gal-
lery which was where 
the first iteration was 
held in January-Febru-
ary 2019.The exhibit runs 
from March 4-April 11. 

  The exhibit Brace Your-
self  brings together six stu-
dio artists and one collab-
orative performance work 
to stir those coming to the 
exhibit from their current 
state of being. Each piece 
engages the people coming 
to see in an intimate and 
subtle dialogue of feeling. 
These works range from 
graphic design, drawings, 
paintings, sculptures, char-
coal portraits, and even 
to the performing arts. 

  The exhibit was orga-
nized by Eileen Doktorski, 
a professor at Mt. San Ja-
cinto College, and aspir-
ing curator Brooke Bunte 
who assisted Doktorski and 
helped to select the artist 
Romina Del Castillo. Oth-
er people involved include 
Elena Harvey-Collins, the 
curator of the Art Space 
Gallery at Fresno City Col-
lege, and John Knuth, Cura-
tor of the Art Gallery at Mt. 
San Jacinto College. The 
artists featured in the ex-
hibit are Barara Milliorns, 
Chaz Maviyane-Davies, 
Eileen Doktorksi, Nick 
Potters, Romina Del Cas-
tillo, and Timothy Burica. 

   When asked about the 
origin and idea behind this 
exhibit, Professor Doktor-
ski said “it was inspired 
by a painting by MSJC 
Faculty Barbara Milliorns 
.” The painting is called 
Chemotherapy Bed. It is a 
haunting work that shows 
someone looking down at a 
bed which can create many 
different dialogues. For 
some, it could be interpret-
ed that the person looking 
down at the bed is a loved 
one, or it may imply that no 
one is in the bed anymore.  

  “That process of che-
motherapy for anyone 
who knows anyone who’s 
gone through.  It is both 
frightening and this the 
emotion conveyed by that 
small 10 by 10 inch paint-
ing was very powerful,” 
said Doktorski. “And I 
thought this is the place I 
can begin to start a show 
with I want a dialogue 
about emotions and I don’t 
want them all the same.” 

  And with that Doktor-
ski selected artists from 
a huge geographic range 
that includes New York, 
Oregon, California, Mas-
sachusetts, and England.  

 According to the Brace 
Yourself catalogue, the 
driving force behind Bar-
bara Milliorn’s work is 
memory. Where emotions 
tied to memory play a part 
in the creation of a type of 
memoir. Her work shows 
a diverse range of expe-
riences, both good and 
bad. This diversity can be 
seen by two of her works 

April, a work that features 
a woman holding a cat 
on a white background, 
and Chemotherapy Bed.  

 In the exhibits catalogue, 
Chaz Maviyane- Davies 
focuses on piercing “the 
bubble of complacency that 
surrounds us.” This can 
be seen in his text-based 
pieces that call attention to 
gender-based violence and 
the abuse of human rights. 

 According to the cat-
alog, Eileen Doktorski’s 
sculptures “blend elements 
of the ‘real’ and imagined. 
They are filled with uncer-
tainty and emotion, like 
something pulled from a 
dream.” As seen with her 
sculpture solace, where 
the off-ground sculpture 
and cloud like comfort-
er can be seen as being 
on a cloud and in the sky 
which is reminiscent of a 
dream, it is contrasted with 
the realness of the per-
son seeking solace from 
the animal with how rigid 
they are clinging to them. 

 Nick Potter’s land-
scape painting are ideal-
ized spaces and homes, 
painted from the perspec-
tive of the viewer looking 
into them. The pieces are 
beautiful, yet they contain 
a foreboding feeling the 
more they are observed. 

 “On the surface we see 
an appealing, perfected 
world. But as one contem-
plates the ideal further, 
we realize these paradis-
es are false,” says Potter. 

 The artist Romina Del 
Castillo series, La Vie 
en Noir (Life in Black) 
are a set of three large 
charcoal portraits of peo-
ple who are close to her.  

  “My experience is that 
the extended sitting time 
of the portraiture allows 
the painter to delve into 
the private life of the sit-
ter. It provides a unique 
environment in which the 
sitter may share personal 
experiences and life sto-
ries,” said Del Castillo.  

 While her work may 

have started out as sim-
ple portraits they devel-
oped meaning and sym-
bolism over the sessions 
as she connected with 
the sitter in each portrait. 

  Timothy Burica’s art-
work is the daily creation of 
heads that honor memories 
of relationships past. Un-
til now, his work has been 
mainly a private practice; 
his works have been filled 

with a sense of longing.
   “As an artist it is 

about holding onto feel-
ings,” said Burica. 

 The exhibit is open in 
the gallery on the San Ja-
cinto Campus from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday. With 
the public reception be-
ing held from 2 to 5 p.m.

Photo by Brooke Bunte
‘Brace Yourself’ live art display.
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Cooperation Conquering Courses
By Rebecca Metts

   At Mt. San Jacinto 
College, there are different 
student services available 
for free. MSJC provides a 
service known as Supple-
mental Instruction, or SI. 

   Supplemental In-
struction is a program 
that provides a place 
where students interact 
in a group study session 
that allows students to en-
gage in the course materi-
al while developing study 
skills. SI is provided for 
many disciplines through 
MSJC, including anato-
my, anthropology, ASL, 
history, math, English, 
Spanish and chemistry.  

   The program is di-
rected and coordinated by 
Janice Levasseur and her 
team, including Kathalena 
Rios and Vanesse Hilten.  

  “Supplemental Instruc-
tion puts into place the suc-
cessful student practice of 
studying in a group,” said 
Levasseur. “Studying in 
a group is more effective 
and more efficient than 
studying alone. SI provides 
the space and a facilita-
tor (the SI Leader) for that 
group studying to occur.”  

  SI is available 
only for students who 
are taking courses 
where SI is provided.  

   “SI is academic assis-
tance provided to support 
students in ‘historically dif-
ficult’ courses. The MSJC 
Institutional Research de-
partment identified the top 
39 most difficult courses 
in over a dozen disci-
plines,” said Levasseur.  

   With SI available for 
the students taking these 
courses, students can vol-
untarily attend sessions 
that are held by the SI 
leader to gain a better un-
derstanding of the course 
content that was covered 
in the previous lecture.  

  Levasseur shared 
how SI has been proved 
successful for students. 

  “Data consistently 
demonstrates that students 
who do participate in SI 
(i.e. engage in course con-
tent with fellow classmates 
outside of the classroom) 

do outperform students 
who don’t participate 
in SI,” Levasseur said.  

  Typically, students who 
engage in these SI sessions 
receive around a 10% high-
er grade than students that 
do not attend sessions. 

  The Supplemen-
tal Instruction program 
has teamed up with the 
Learning Resource Center 
tutors, First Year Expe-
rience program and Re-
search Assistant Program 
at MSJC to create a larg-
er PLACE for students to 
feel welcomed and given 
the opportunity to succeed.  

  PLACE stands for 
Peer Learning Alliance for 
Collaborative Education. 
One of the largest take-
aways from being a part of 
PLACE is that “the more 
our programs know about 
the other programs, the bet-
ter we are able to refer stu-
dents to the appropriate re-
sources. This collaboration 
is even more paramount 
with the implementation 
of AB 705 and Guided 
Pathways,” said Levasseur.  

  SI has been a vital pro-
gram to MSJC since its 
start up in the fall of 2006, 
when Levasseur was the 
MVC Math Center Coor-

dinator. In 2011, she was 
hired on as the permanent 
full-time SI Coordinator.  

  Since 2006, the SI Pro-
gram at MSJC has gained 
Certification through the 
International Center for 
Supplemental Instruc-
tion, becoming the fifth 
school in California and 
the 25th school in the 
United States of Ameri-
ca to earn such standing.  

  Levassuer also said that 
“the MSJC SI Program 
is a proud member of the 
Inland Empire SI Coordi-
nators Group and, as such, 
plays a vital role in the 
planning and hosting of the 
Inland Empire SI Confer-
ence, which is endorsed by 
the International Center for 
Supplemental Instruction.” 

  As the SI Coordinator,  
Levassuer said,  “My big-
gest take-away from being 
SI Coordinator is the priv-
ilege I receive watching 
the SI Leaders develop 
into amazing confident and 
competent student leaders! 
However, in order to experi-
ence that privilege, it is my 
responsibility to continue 
to maintain the quality and 
continue to develop the SI 
Program to keep it relevant, 
efficient, and effective. 

  “I want SI to be a space 
for students to feel safe 
and to experience success 
educational journey! It tru-
ly has been a pleasure to 
share in the success (and 
struggles) of current and 
past Leaders in so many 
different aspects of life.” 

  Being a leader in SI is 
much more than just being 
a part of the program. As 
an SI leader, we plan out 
sessions beforehand, attend 
classes (that we’ve already 
passed previously) with our 
SI students, and are priv-
ileged with working side 
by side with SI Instructors 
to really benefit students 
everyday study habits 
and class performance.  

  Some of the most suc-
cessful leaders in SI will 
tell you that it’s a lot of 
work, but at the end of 
the day we follow a very 
specific model and are 
filled with nothing but 
joy when we see students 
walk away with study hab-
its that will not only help 
them now but later in life 
as well as in other classes.  

  Alexandra Figueroa is 
a Latina Computer Science 
major, a male dominated 
field. With hopes of mak-
ing herself stand out, she 

decided to join the SI pro-
gram. Figueroa has been 
an SI leader for two years 
for Math 96 and Math 105. 

  Figueroa stated that she 
chose SI for these cours-
es because she “wants to 
help the students strength-
en their math skills early 
before they enroll in high-
er math courses like cal-
culus where algebra is at 
the core of the subject.” 

  Figueroa’s favor-
ite aspect of SI is “the 
freedom that the pro-
gram gives their leaders.” 

  “The program gives the 
leaders the tools, strategies 
and techniques to incor-
porate into their sessions 
but it is up to the leader’s 
creativity and originality 
to execute it and put their 
own twist into their ac-
tivities,” said Figueroa. 

  “I enrolled to MSJC 
as a shy student and I 
will be graduating as a 
strong and confident fe-
male STEM major thanks 
to the support of SI that 
always made me feel like 
I belong,” Figueroa said. 

  Conner Haggerty is 
an Economics major and 
an SI Leader for Biology. 
This is his first semester 
in the SI Program, and he 

chose Biology because it 
is one of his favorite topics 
that he is passionate about.  

  Haggerty also joined the 
SI program to gain a better 
perspective for teaching. 
Although SI is not teach-
ing, but is a peer facilitated 
study session, Haggerty en-
joys planning his sessions 
and can use this experience 
as a teacher in the future. 
He hopes to eventually 
move to Japan, his mother’s 
birthplace, to teach English.  

  “My favorite aspect 
about SI has to be the stu-
dents,” Haggerty said. 
“Nothing beats seeing 
a student who was truly 
struggling at the start of 
the semester, and helping 
them get to where they 
need to be. Truly a re-
warding part of the job.” 

  Being a part of the 
SI program, whether as 
a leader or as a student 
attending the sessions, 
comes with many rewards. 

  Kristen Gutierrez is a 
Spanish Major and Spanish 
SI Leader. She has been a 
Spanish SI Leader for the 
past three semesters and will 
be graduating this semester.  

   Gutierrez said that she 
chose to SI for Spanish be-
cause “the class is fairly 
accelerated and students 
are usually brand new to 
the language.  Also, I love 
seeing students going from 
little knowledge about 
Spanish to having complete 
conversations towards 
the end of the semester.”  

   Gutierrez said that when 
she initially joined the SI 
Program she had doubts, but 
nevertheless she persisted.  

   “SI has helped me get out 
of my comfort zone, helped 
with my people skills, and 
has given me more con-
fidence,” said Gutierrez. 
“Being an SI Leader has 
given me a richer experi-
ence at MSJC because I 
have met many amazing 
students and been a part of 
their learning experiences.”  

   Since this is her last se-
mester at MSJC, she plans 
on transferring to a UC but is 
still undecided, “All I know 
is I want to continue study-
ing Spanish which I love!”

Photo courtesy of MSJC SI
SI Leaders

Honors Enrichment Program
By Pablo Ramos DIaz

    At Mt. San Jacinto 
College, there is a vari-
ety of clubs and activi-
ties to join where students 
have the chance to learn 
new skills and become 
successful in whatev-
er they wish to achieve.  

  One such place to hone 
your academic skills is 
the Honors Enrichment 
Program. This program 
supports students who are 
transferring to a four-year 
university by helping them 
develop academic and pro-
fessional skills that are very 
useful in today’s workforce.  

  The Honors Enrichment 
Program faculty, counsel-
ors, staff, student leaders, 
and administrators work 
day after day to make sure 
students get the opportu-
nity to apply to as many 
scholarships as they can.  

  Students can apply for 
the program and, once ac-
cepted, they are able to en-
roll in a variety of Honors 
courses that are offered at 
various MSJC campuses.  

  What should students 
expect upon entering the 
program? Well, students 
should be expected to en-
roll into one Honors class 
each semester and be able 
to maintain a 3.3 GPA 
overall and a 3.0 GPA 
in their Honors classes. 

  In addition, students 
should also be meeting 
with their Honors coun-
selor once a semester and 
be able to attend the Hon-

ors workshops, orienta-
tions, and events that are 
held throughout the year.  

    Lastly, students that 
are in the program should 
expect to become student 
leaders in the program. Stu-
dents who are considering 
or interested in joining the 
program can apply year-
round and the earlier you 
apply the sooner you will be 
able to reap in the benefits.  

  Christina Yamanaka, 
who is the co-director for 
the Honors Enrichment 
Program on the San Ja-
cinto Campus, gave her 
insight about what the pro-
gram is about as well as 
her reasons to consider it.  

    “Students can join a 
community of scholars at 
the college who will sup-
port their academic endeav-
ors, transfer goals, and ca-
reer plans. Honors students 
also benefit by improved 
transfer consideration at 
top schools and higher 
success in receiving schol-
arships,” said Yamanaka.  

   Not only has this ben-
efitted students in achiev-
ing their goals, but it has 
also given them the skills 
to achieve beyond what is 
expected of them. The ef-
fects of the program can be 
seen on this campus when 
students who have partic-
ipated in the program go 
to universities and return 
to teach here at MSJC.  

   Yamanaka also dis-
cussed how “Honors cours-
es require students to be 
proactive, ask questions 

and stay on top of dead-
lines, critically engage 
with the courses material, 
and participate in discus-
sions with a professor and 
other honors students.”  

   A four-year institute is 
a fast-paced environment, 
so this program allows 
students to be in a similar 
environment withsimilar 
projects and workloads.  

  Yamanaka has had a lot 
of experience with students 
who have succeeded in and 
have taken full advantage 

of the Honors Enrichment 
Program. A highlight for 
her has been helping stu-
dents see their full potential.  

  “One of the biggest 
achievements of the pro-
gram is helping students 
have a belief in their own 
talent and providing them 
with a forum to succeed 
and realize their academ-
ic goals,” said Yamanaka.   

   Not only does Yamana-
ka want students to be pre-
pared for the program, but 
she wants to leave them 

with an everlasting mark. 
She mentions that the pro-
gram can provide students 
with a challenging environ-
ment and encourages them 
to think critically. She also 
hopes that the students take 
a more creative approach to 
any problem they face daily.  

   The Honors Enrich-
ment program is something 
students can utilize if they 
want to succeed in Univer-
sity and their future career.  

   Students that plan on 
going to a four-year uni-

versity should consider 
joining the Honors Enrich-
ment Program to help en-
sure their acceptance into 
their desired school and to 
challenge themselves now 
to ease the transition into 
that four-year university.  

   If you are interested in an 
environment that is fun and 
allows you to build com-
munity while helping oth-
ers to achieve their dreams, 
the Honors Enrichment 
Program may be for you.

Photo courtesy of Erik Ozolins
Honors Enrichment faculty advisors.
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Schultz promotes student centered learning environment

Photo Courtesy of MSJC Information
Schultz gives opening remarks at Mobile Career Center unveiling.

    Schultz is excited 
for the future and sees the 
school is on this journey to 
becoming a larger school. 

“When I say larger, I 
don’t just mean more stu-
dents. I also mean more 
facilities and programs 
to serve the community. 
I’m excited to see what 
comes next,” said Schultz. 

 
 

criticisms of the school 
that people may have had 
are most likely no longer 
a problem and the school 
has been able to address 
many of those past is-
sues.  He said there is 
some misinformation out 
that and the school does 
its best to address those.  

Some of the common 
misconceptions being 
small and canceled classes 
(this only happened back 
during the last recession). 

us, our students and grad-
uates. I look at our Loma 
Linda University agree-
ment made for nursing. 
We are the first community 
college to have an agree-
ment with them. This is 
just one example of show-
ing what we can do. We 
just need to continue to tell 
our story about our great 
programs and faculty.” 

   Schultz wants people 
to see that many of the 
negative perceptions and 

what they need, and for that 
to be possible, he must re-
main available for them.  

  “I want people to know 
they can approach me, 
and do more than just say 
hi. That’s why I man the 
booth at welcome week. 
I do brown bags, and I 
try to hang out with SGA 
when I can,” said Schultz.  

  Although he can’t al-
ways be with students and 
still has a school to run, 
he also tries to always 
keep a sense of humor.

   “I’m a practical joker; 
I love the one liners,” he 
said. “If you have been to 
a board meeting, you know 
Vice President Moore has 
a great sense of humor. 
But my whole team as a 
whole has a pretty great 
sense of humor. We choose 
to be here and enjoy it.” 

   When asked what he 
is most excited about for 
this current year, Schultz 
said, “To continue to prove 
we are no longer this tiny 
school 100 miles from LA 
and San Diego. The busi-
ness leaders and city lead-
ers we are working with are 
really seeing MSJC as part 
of the economic catalyst 
and driver to bring employ-
ers and jobs to this region. 

  “They are not only turn-
ing to the CSU’s and UC’s 
but also to us to be a crit-
ical player for creating the 
workforce from the techni-
cians to the STEM students 
that feed the CSU and UC 
systems. I want people to 
see a better perception of 

enjoy interacting with the 
students,” said Schultz.  

   Schultz’s job as presi-
dent is to assemble a strong 
team to handle the many 
different aspects of school.   

  He admits the business 
side of things is not his 
strongest area of expertise. 
Even though he knows all 
of the rules and regula-
tions, he has made sure to 
have a group of individuals 
he can trust to handle the 
many different aspects of 
the business side as with 
human resources and Vice 
President of Instruction.  

    His favorite part of 
his job is the diversity of 
people he gets to interact 
with, whether it be with 
a student, faculty, board 
members, staff or the pub-
lic, there is a wide range of 
people he comes in contact 
with on a daily basis. He 
does all of this to do net-
working to help with the 
students, because he feels 
they will always come first.  

  “I need human interac-
tion in a job,” said Schultz. 
“I would not be able to be 
in a cubicle. I thrive off of 
people and I get inspired 
from helping people over-
come challenges, wheth-
er it be with education or 
with the projects we have 
going on at the campuses.”   

He wants students to 
know that he is always 
available for them and will 
always remain approach-
able. He feels that it’s im-
portant to stay in contact 
with the students and know 

    Dr. Roger Schultz 
began his journey with 
Mt. San Jacinto College 
in January of 2001. He 
currently is the Presi-
dent and Superintendent 
of the Colleges’ District.  

   Schultz received his BA 
in Broadcast Journalism 
and MA in Communication 
Management from USC. He 
later got his PHD in Higher 
Education and Leadership 
from Capella University. 

   Before coming to 
MSJC, Schultz worked at 
Long Beach City College 
as Dean of Admissions and 
Records.  He gained many 
of the skills that would ul-
timately help him step into 
his leadership role at MSJC.  

   He had moved his family 
to Yucaipa, CA to get away 
from the hustle and bustle 
of Los Angeles. When a 
position opened at MSJC in 
administration, it was a per-
fect fit to be close to home.  

   When Schultz began 
at MSJC, he was first Vice 
President of Student Ser-
vices and then for a short 
period of time stepped into 
the role of Vice President 
of Instruction when there 
was a need. He ultimately 
jumped back to student ser-
vices when he was able to.  

   “Due to my wide range 
of skill sets that I have, 
I’ve been able to step into 
different roles as needed. 
Ultimately my heart and 
soul is in student services 
because of how much I 

By Shelby Walker

Hill motivates MSJC students to succeed 
By Jaqueline Cespedes a lot of appreciation for the 

things I do for them,” said 
Hill. “None of it is ever 
expected but it’s always 
appreciated. About three 
years ago, I was recognized 
by a group of students for 
the assistance I was able to 
provide at the time and even 
given a dozen flowers!” .  
Hard work shows and the 
students of the SJC cam-
pus know just how to 
show appreciation for it. 
      Even on Hills downtime, 
she is still doing everything 
in her power to spend it with 
those she loves, her family. 
       “I haven’t had so 
much down time lately 
but when I do, I try and do 
what I can to spend time 
with my youngest daugh-
ter, Cassidy,” she said.  
       Today, Hill has four 
children that she has 
strongly encouraged to 
attend college and pur-
sue a career. All, exclud-
ing her youngest, Cassidy 
(12), are currently attend-
ing a university and pur-
suing the career they’ve 

youngest at the time, Elijah, 
who graduated from Kin-
dergarten. This made her 
the first generation in her 
family to graduate college. 
       “I’m very passionate 
in helping the students 
attain their academic 
goals. If I don’t have the 
answer, I’ll find some-
one who will,” Hill said.   
     Although Hill strongly 
supports the idea of always 
improving in her academ-
ics, her six siblings went 
down a different path. They 
chose to enroll in Army 
services but she was al-
ways a lover of academics.  
     “My family struggled 
and I didn’t want that for 
my family,” she said. “I 
wanted to do better and 
expand my knowledge 
so I could encourage my 
kids to do the same.”
     Throughout her 15 
years of employment with 
MSJC, Hill has had some 
very touching moments to 
make what she does im-
pactful on the students.  
      “Students have shown 

time mom as well as a full-
time student, any and all 
available resources were 
something she was always 
looking in to. SJC offers 
a childcare program that 
helped give her the support 
she needed in this busy time.  
  “I was not given the re-
sources or encourage-
ment to attend college 
and I had to finish what 
I started.” Hill mentions. 
    In 2005, Hill was of-
fered a permanent position 
as a switch floor operator 
in business services. Since 
she would be the first per-
son callers would speak 
to when showing interest 
in the college, she would 
ensure it to be as pleasant 
as possible. Sometimes 
the conversation was so 
pleasant, she wouldn’t 
have to transfer the call 
and would address the 
caller’s concerns herself.
    Shortly after, she ob-
tained her associates degree 
in business administration 
while having three children. 
She graduated beside her 

     Everyone can like their 
job and do it well, but 
when one adds passion to 
the equation, the results 
are far more significant. 
Connie Hill, an admin-
istrative associate in the 
Learning Resource Cen-
ter at the SJC campus, is a 
great example of this result.  
  Hill first attended Cer-
ritos College, located in 
Norwalk, and completed 
her first semester. Short-
ly after, she found out she 
was expecting a little girl 
and decided to move to San 
Jacinto in hopes of a better 
future for her and her fami-
ly. Due to her first pregnan-
cy, she decided it would be 
best to take some time off  
school to focus on raising 
her first child, Candace. 
   Five years later, she en-
rolled in MSJC and joined 
the work study program. 
Here, she worked as a stu-
dent in the computer lab. 
Within this time, Hill was 
growing her family. A full-

been supported to chase. 
     “Schools have many 
resources now that they 
didn’t have back when I 
was in college,” said Hill. 
“If I would have known 
of the resources that were 
available at the time, I feel 
like I would have grad-
uated with my next de-

gree by now. I love school 
and I do aspire to go back 
for my Bachelor’s soon. 
My advice to students is 
to get it while you can.”   
 For more information-
on resources available 
to you on campus, stop 
by the SJC library, lo-
cated in building 300.  

Miss Hemet/San Jacinto scholarship program empowers women

Photo Courtesy of Miss Hemet & Miss San Jacinto Scholarship Program
The city queens join together for Christmas event.

By Shelby Walker

   The Miss Hemet Miss San 
Jacinto Scholarship Pag-
eant has been going on for 
68 years. The pageant gives 
women of different ages a 
chance to earn scholarships 
by giving a year of service 
to their communities while 
also learning vital life skills 
such as marketing, net-
working, leadership, pub-
lic speaking,  time manag-
ment, and many more.  
   Most of the women who 
compete in the pageant 
do so to earn scholarships 
to help further their ed-
ucation. The women are 
also encouraged to take 
a platform and make that 
one of their main focuses 
during their year of service.  
     Currently there are 
eight title holders, all with 
a wide range of platforms. 
Miss Hemet Dyana Vil-
la’s is T.H.E. Center; Miss 
San Jacinto Abby Ward’s 
is Riverside County Ani-
mal Service;, Mrs. Hemet 
Valerie Vandever’s is Se-
nior Citizen Awareness; 
Mrs. San Jacinto Petra 
Macias’ is Mental Health 
Awareness; Miss Teen 

Hemet Crystal Banda’s is 
Auditory Processing Dis-
order (ADP); Miss Teen 
San Jacinto Jay-McKayala 
Mortus’ is Valley Restart 
Homeless Shelter; Miss 
Jr. Teen Hemet Ciara Bar-
net’s is Addressing Home-
less Situation; and Miss Jr. 
Teen San Jacinto Brooke 
Brazie’s is Teens: Helping 

Create Joy and Friendship.
      Each of these women 
are using their time has ti-
tle holders to not only shed 
light on these different plat-
forms but also help make 
a difference with them.  
    Villa has already been able 
to help her platform of the 
T.H.E. Center with a clean-
up day there and raised 

$650 for them through 
a fundraiser she put on. 
   “It was an amazing feeling 
getting the check and being 
able to give it to T.H.E. 
Center. It made me moti-
vated to continue to fund-
raise and bring awareness 
to what they do,” said Villa.
     T.H.E. Center, which 
stands for Therapeutic 

Horsemanship Equestri-
an Center, Inc, “stands 
dedicated to improving 
the cognitive, physical, 
and psychological abil-
ities of individuals with 
disabilities and special 
needs through…nurtur-
ing therapeutic horseman-
ship program,” according 
to thecenterranch.org.  

    The Scholarship Program 
also has a Little Sisters pro-
gram which allows young 
girls ages 5-12 to be men-
tored by the titleholders.
  “Little sisters gain on-
stage pageant and produc-
tion experience in a fun 
non-competitive envior-
ment  appropriate  for their

Continued on page 11
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Menifee holds Multicultural festival

Photo by Shelby Walker
Menifee’s 2019 Multicultural Festival.

SJC holds mental health awareness event

Photo by Jesus Alcala
Ruggiero and Koenen have a CalWORKs table at event.

Colson makes student advocacy a priority

Photo courtesty of MSJC Information
Colson in front of new Mobile Career Center.

By Mahak Tiwari
   Dr. John Colson was the 
interim Vice President of 
Student Services at Mt. 
San Jacinto College since 
January 26h, 2017 before 
stepping into the official 
role on June 30h, 2017.  
      After obtaining his bach-
elor’s degree from Toccoa 
Falls College in Philosophy 
and Religion, his master’s 
degree in Religion, and a 
doctorate of Higher Edu-
cation from the University 
of Georgia, Colson used 
his skills to take up vari-
ous positions in academia.  
   Some positions he held 
include the Assistant Dean 
of Student Life at Charles-
ton Southern University 
(1998-2000), Director of 
Student Life at Waycross 
College (2000-2006), Dean 
of Counseling at Coast-
line College (2013, 2006-
2012), and the Vice Presi-
dent of Student Services at 
Bainbridge College (2004-
2006) ending with Coast-
line College (2013-2014) 
before coming to MSJC 
to work the Vice Presi-
dent position he does now.  
 As the Vice President 
of Student Services, he, 
along with many others 
involved, covers the out-
reach program, student life, 
enrollment services, coun-
seling, financial aid, ath-
letics, campus safety, and 
Disabled Student Services 
Program alongside a num-

ber of additional branch-
es, such as TRIO, Talent 
Search, Guided Pathways, 
and Upward Bound. 
 Colson has also been in-
volved in numerous com-
mittees such as Equity, 
Student Services, and 
the Executive Council.  
“Committees are the way 
that colleges work and I am 
glad to have a chance to be 
involved. They are a part of 
our shared governance pro-
cess and we always want to 
honor that so there is good 
representation and that 
voices are being heard.” 
 Being the youngest of 
three siblings, his up-
bringing and environ-
ment was secure and fun. 
 “There was a group of 
folks I hung out with 
and went through school 
together with. Every-
body gravitated towards 
high school football. We 
watched a lot of college 
and professional sports 
as well as going to a lot 
of concerts,” said Colson.  
Outside of the office, some 
of Colson’s interests include 
bicycling, reading, con-
cert-going and travelling.  
Colson explained that ad-
ministrative pressure is a 
way of life because a lot of 
administrators in the higher 
educational system have to 
be concerned with various 
constituent groups – pri-
marily students working in 

higher education. He fur-
ther stated that there is also 
the general public, faculty, 
classified staff, the presi-
dent, peers, and the board.  
 “All of these different 
groups who have items that 
are to be prioritized and it is 
really about how we prior-
itize as administrators and 
how much time we spend 
on them. I think that the 
part of handling pressure 
is trying to help people un-
derstand and the best way 
to do that being honest and 
transparent,” Colson said.  

When asked about dead-
lines, Colson said, “Some 
people need deadlines more 
than others do. I think that 
they are important because 
they do bring pressure but 
none of us are perfect. None 
of us are omniscient. Dead-
lines help to really keep us 
accountable. Although they 
do bring pressure, I am in 
favor of deadlines because 
that is how we function and 
that is how we know we are 
moving toward efficiency.”  
     Colson stated the most im-
portant aspect of his job has 

to do with student advocacy. 
  “Advocacy does have 
its challenges. One of my 
main priorities is mak-
ing sure that the advocacy 
for students is going for-
ward in a very respectful 
and kind manner. That 
is the way we operate 
down here” said Colson. 
   When asked about what 
he admired in others, Col-
son said, “People that don’t 
let circumstances of life 
define who they are and 
how they respond. People 
that have a higher goal, 

and people that persist, I 
admire that. That is real-
ly what life is all about. 
You’re going to get thrown 
all kinds of little curveballs 
and challenges. It doesn’t 
matter where you are. It is 
really how we respond to 
adversity and I know be-
cause that is what I admire 
in folks. That is, the atti-
tude that says to never give 
up. You’re going to persist 
and do more than survive. 
It defines good leaders 
and people that have an 
ability to appreciate life.” 

By Jesus Alcala

 Mt. San Jacinto College 
now offers mental health 
counseling services. To 
use the service, students 
need to make an appoint-
ment with the counsel-
ing office. Three sessions 
are offered at no charge. 
   The San Jacinto Campus 
hosted an event to bring 
awareness to mental health 
on March 27. Special Pro-
grams Assistant II Suzanne 
Ortega coordinated the 
event to bring awareness to 
all the programs available 
to students and the public. 
  The Menifee campus is 
going to hold a mental 
health awareness event in 
May, so Ortega wanted 
to hold a similar event on 
the San Jacinto campus. 
DSPS, CalWORKs, NAMI, 
CASA, and A 2nd Chance 
were present at the event. A 
common goal of these ser-
vices was to provide aid to 
a person so that they may 
return to self-sufficiency. 
   Disabled Students Pro-
gram & Services was 
represented by DSPS 
Counselor Lisa Yates. Ac-
cording to Yates, DSPS 
offers accommodation for 
students with disabilities 
that may affect learning. 
   To receive an accommoda-
tion, the student only needs 
to walk in the campus office 

with documentation from a 
professional or an organi-
zation that can verify the 
disability. Yates said that 
documents from doctors, 
therapists, schools, and 
the military are accepted. 
 Depending on the dis-
ability, DSPS may offer 
equipment, interpreters, 
braille materials, and ex-
tra test time when needed 
at no cost to the student. 
  DSPS will work with 
teachers to accommodate 
the student. Yates said that 
teachers may refer a stu-
dent to DSPS if the student 
has described a disability 

that may affect learning. 
   Yates said that it is  OK 
to get DSPS services 
mid-semester, as situa-
tions can change. Yates 
told a story of one student 
that did not need DSPS 
services until the student 
suffered an eye injury 
that impaired their vision. 
 According to Yates, 
DSPS is currently ser-
vicing 1200 students. 
  The County of Riverside 
Department of Public and 
Social Services CalWorks 
Department was represent-
ed by Behavioral Health 
Services Supervisor Diana 

Koenen, Clinical Ther-
apist II Jody Ruggiero.  
Job Developer Timmy 
Diaz with the MSJC Cal-
WORKs and Job Connect 
Department was also there 
to let CalWORKs stu-
dents know what services 
are available for them.  
     The DPSS’s CalWORKs 
department can be con-
tacted at 951-791-3018. 
  According to Koenen, 
CalWORKs aids with is-
sues preventing self-suf-
ficiency, such as men-
tal health, drug abuse, 
and domestic violence. 
  CalWORKs will help 

qualified students get 
the aid they need, such 
as counseling, thera-
py, court assistance, 
and housing assistance.
    Diaz said that to enroll 
in the CalWORKs de-
partment on campus, the 
student needs to be re-
ceiving County Cash Aid 
and have at least one de-
pendent. Koenen said that 
CalWORKs may be able 
to assist without enroll-
ing in the program, de-
pending on the situation. 
  National Alliance on 
Mental Illness was rep-
resented by Peer Coor-

dinator Yolanda Siordia. 
       According to Siordia, 
NAMI provides class-
es and support groups 
for those with mental ill-
ness and their families. 
  NAMI can be con-
tacted at 951-467-
7529 or 951-765-1850.
       Both the classes and sup-
port groups are led by those 
that have personal experi-
ence with mental illness. 
Classes and support groups 
are free to participants. 
        Siordia explained that 
anyone that wants to be a 
class or group leader can 
apply with NAMI. The 
volunteer will be trained, 
and the only requirement 
is that the volunteer must 
have personal experi-
ence with mental illness.
    The classes and sup-
port groups are divided 
into family and peer-to-
peer groups. The family 
groups are for those with 
a family member that has 
a mental illness. The peer-
to-peer groups are for 
those with a mental illness. 
       The classes educate 
attendants on methods of 
dealing with mental illness.
     Siordia said that groups 
include with people that 
have panic attacks, anxiety, 
and depression. The groups 
provide a place for people 
to vent frustrations and 

Continued on page 9

  Menifee’s Multicultural 
Festival, hosted by the Kay 
Ceniceros Senior Center, 
was meant to educate the 
public on the various cul-
tures within our communi-
ty. From Japan to Norway 
to Mexico City, there was 
something new to engage 
in for everyone. Families 
gathered to take part in 
this event on March 16. 
   In 2018, the Multicultural 
Festival hosted   11 countries.  
This year the festi-
val grew and had 19 
countries represented. 
   Africa was represented 
by Rita and Lydia.  They 
are two very active mem-
bers at the senior center.  
After sharing some brief 
information on the history 
of this festival, their booth 
had a lot more to offer. 
They had coloring sheets 

available for the kids, post-
er boards with fun facts 
for the crowd and even a 
couple traditional recipes 
for homemade sweet treats 
originating from Ghana. 
With Africa being one of 
the largest continents in 
the world and the home 
to 3,000 different tribes, 
there was a lot to learn.  
   Gabriela Warren, 16, rep-
resenting Colombia, was 
one of the first perform-
ers to sing a song of their 
culture.  Warren chose to 
sing “Tu” by Monica Gi-
raldo because of the emo-
tional connection she felt, 
not only with the lyrics 
but also with the melody 
that carried along with it.
   Her mother, Sophia War-
ren, is a native to Colom-
bia. Sophia believes it is 
important to remind the 
children of their roots and 

intends on taking a trip to 
Colombia with her family 
at the end of this year so 
they can see the colorful 
culture themselves. From 
singing around her house to 
singing in front of live au-
diences, Warren looks for-
ward to her future in music.  
  “My culture has always 
been very present in my 
life. I love how colorful it 
is and the pictures of Co-
lombia are very beautiful. 
I’m looking forward to vis-
iting soon,” Gabriela said.  
  Monica Mitchell, who 
runs a Spanish club at 
the Harvest Hill STEAM 
Academy, encouraged her 
students to take part in the 
festival by representing 
a Spanish culture of their 
choice. Their table was 
covered in colorful student 
artwork, all representing

Continued on page 9

By Jaqueline Cespedes
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Mental Health cont.

Photo by Jesus  Alcala
Koenen speaks on the importance of mental health.

provide each oth-
er with support. 

 NAMI can also send 
people to speak at pub-
lic events and classes to 
speak about their experi-
ence with mental illness. 
An event coordinator 
or a teacher can contact 
NAMI to request a speaker. 

   Siordia said that 
NAMI tends to get re-
quests from psychology 
professors, but any teach-
er may request a speaker. 

       NAMI will have a fund-
raising event in October. 

       Center Against Sexual 
Assault was represented by 
Prevention and Education 
Coordinator Erika Cleland. 

       According to Cle-
land, CASA is a nonprofit 
organization that provides 
counseling, advocacy, and 
assistance to those that have 
been impacted by sexual 
abuse, domestic violence, 
and human trafficking. 

       Cleland said that 
CASA provides thera-
py, support groups, case 
assistance, and helps 
victims of human traf-
ficking. CASA’s services 
are available to all ages. 

  CASA can be con-
tacted at 951-652-8300. 

CASA can dispatch per-
sonnel to a hospital or po-
lice station if a client needs 
emotional support or as-
sistance with the process. 
CASA can also walk a client 
through the court process. 

  CASA can help peo-
ple return to self-suffi-
ciency by helping them 
get shelter and a job. 

 CASA also provides 
a network of support 
groups. There are groups 
for women, men, teens, 
parents, the LGBT com-
munity, and those im-
pacted by human traf-
ficking. These groups are 
formed based on demand. 

  According to Cleland, 
CASA’s human traffick-
ing program began two 
years ago and became ful-
ly operational last year. 

  According to CA-
SA’s research, the most 
common age range for 
sex and labor traffick-
ing was 15-17 years old. 

         Cleland stressed 
the importance of a healthy 
relationship, saying “The 
most prominent recruit-
ment strategy for sex 
trafficking is through an 

intimate relationship.” 
     Cleland provided a 

diagram explaining the 
exploitation process. The 
diagram showed that ex-
ploiters will target a per-
son, usually young, be-
friend them, and form a 
romantic relationship. 
Afterwards, the exploiter 
will damage their mental 
state through abuse, isola-
tion, and intimidation. The 
exploiter then uses the tar-
get’s guilt, shame, and fear 
to coerce them into sex. 

      Call 1-888-
373-7888 to get help 
or report trafficking. 

    CASA works with 
law enforcement to help 
get people get out of hu-
man trafficking and will 
provide services to as-
sist the client through the 
court case and recovery. 

      Cleland said that 
CASA is looking for vol-
unteers. Volunteers must 
be 18 years-old or older. 
Volunteers will go through 
a 42-hour training session 
to be certified to serve the 
on the hotline or be dis-
patched to assist a client. 

    CASA is also hiring 
therapists. Marriage and 
family therapist trainees 

and associates can be hired. 
Those hired will have 
their work supervised until 
they obtain their license. 

 According to Cle-
land, CASA is fund-
ed by donations, fund-
raisers, and grants. 

A 2nd Chance was rep-
resented by Joseph Parker. 

       According to Park-
er, A 2nd Chance is a 
student club that func-
tions as a support group 
for students with at-risk 
behaviors, such as drug 
abuse and incarceration. 

    A 2nd Chance meets 
Wednesdays on the San 

Jacinto Campus in room 
107B at 2:30-3:30 p.m. 

    The mental health 
awareness event came 
to an end with a speech 
from Diana Koenen. The 
scheduled speaker failed 
to appear, so Koenen gave 
an impromptu speech. 

      Koenen re-iter-
ated the purpose of the 
event: to bring awareness 
to the services available 
to students and the pub-
lic, and to remove the 
stigma behind requesting 
mental health services. 

      An audience mem-
ber asked if health insur-

ance was a requirement. 
Koenen responded that 
the Riverside University 
Health System will work 
with the client to get them 
the help they need, even 
without health insurance. 

     “There’s help out 
there and it’s okay to reach 
to anyone for help. Because 
everybody has experienced 
something some time in 
their life,” Koenen said. 

     Ortega then closed 
the event by informing the 
audience that MSJC offers 
professional mental health 
counseling services through 
the counseling office.

Multicultural 
Festival cont.
From page 8

a Spanish culture of their 
choice. Their table was cov-
ered in colorful student art-
work, all representing Peru 
in  heir own way. About 
35 of her students partic-
ipated in this year’s event 

    “I encourage my stu-
dents to get involved in 
local events while learn-
ing something at the 
same time,” she said.  

  Vietnam was repre-
sented by Lan Tran and 
Chi Bao Nguyen. Along 
with a poster board full of 
personal photos from their 
country, they also had what 
is known as the national 
garment of Vietnam, the Ao 
Dai. The Ao Dai garment 
is a tight-fitting silk tunic 
worn over trousers avail-
able in various colors, typ-
ically worn by women but 
can also be worn by men.  

  Lynn Meyer represent-
ed Germany by putting 
together an Oktoberfest 
poster board. Oktoberfest 
is known for its infamous 
large beers, beer drinking 
contests and brats. This 
German festival originated 
in 1810, to celebrate the 
wedding of Prince Lud-
wig and Princess Therese 
of Saxony-Hildburghau-
sen on the 12th of October. 

   The city of Munich 
was invited to take part in 
the royal event leading to 
the now historical Okto-
berfest. With a population 
of over 82 million people, 
this party has left an enor-
mous stamp on society. 
Along with her eye-catch-
ing poster board, Lynn also 
provided the children with 
pretzel glasses and color-
ing sheets to take home.  

    Anahi Rodriguez, 17, 
was one of the last perform-
ers to sing. Anahi was rep-
resenting the Puerto Rican 
culture in singing, “Vivir 
Mi Vida” by Marc Anthony. 

   “As I was getting older, 
I didn’t realize the differ-
ence in Mexican and Puerto 
Rican culture. This was the 
first song my dad showed 
me from a Puerto Rican 
singer.” Rodriguez said.        
Rodriguez joined choir at 
just 6 years old. At age 15, 
she began to take her sing-
ing seriously and expand 
her knowledge in music. 
She is currently taking vo-
cal classes as well as per-
forming at local events for 
the city of Menifee. A soon 
to be graduate with plans 
to pursue her dream, Ro-
driguez has all the support 
from her family and friends 
but most of all her mother.

MVC holds first ‘March Madness’
By Rita Douangpannaha 
& Jose Daniel Arreguin

Photo by Christopher Soto
Players competing in ‘March Madness’ event.

    On  March 6, the 
Student Government As-
sociation held its first 
ever “March Madness” 
Super Smash Bros Ulti-
mate in Room 927 at the 
Menifee Valley Campus. 

  The event was headed 
by SGA President Angel 
Perez, who conducted the 
tournament via his Ninten-
do Switch at the podium. 
Entry to the event was $3,  
and included a meal tick-
et. Walk-ins were $5,  and 
spectators were allowed 
free admission. The event 
was scheduled between 
5 p.m.  and 7 p.m.,  but 
with the number of partic-
ipants and bracket show-
down, it ended up lasting 
more than  anticipated.

   In the spirit of March 
Madness competition, the 
tournament matches were 
set as 3-stock, 5-minute 
games. Players faced sin-
gle-elimination, and ad-
vanced in the brackets un-
til the Ultimate Champion 
could be determined. With 
over 25 participants, an 

audience of 15 addition-
al students watched from 
the lecture hall seats, and 
six student representatives 
coordinated the event.  

    Utilizing the room’s 
auditorium-style seating 
and massive projectors, 
the battles were displayed 
on two whiteboards cover-
ing both sides of the room. 
The ambiance was intense 
and competitive spirits ran 
high as student participants 
brought their own control-
lers and Switches for battle. 

 Players were allowed 
to choose from over 74 
characters to knock their 
opponents off the brackets 
and claim the Classic NES 
console (Grand Prize), a 
SSB t-shirt & Amiibo figu-
rine (1st runner-up), or SSB 
t-shirt (2nd runner-up).   

    With participants rang-
ing in varying degrees of ex-
perience, the March Mad-
ness event brought in male 
and female gamers alike. 
Between button-mashing 
and experienced tactical 
players, SSB was definite-
ly a game requiring defen-
sive and offensive moves 

to put an edge on wins.  
Depending on the char-

acter chosen, players had to 
min/max their character’s 
abilities to outsmart their 
opponent. Counterattacks 
and defensive shields pro-
vided clutch moments for 
some; while others faced 
defeat to the ultimate en-
vironment boss and fell to 
their deaths without that 
extra jump to boost them 
back to platform-safety.   

    “We chose Super 

Smash Bros because it 
offered the competition 
we were looking for as 
a March Madness event. 
Also, a lot of the students 
grew up playing Nintendo 
so we thought it would be 
a fun, competitive choice 
for the event,”  said Stu-
dent Activity Coordi-
nator Jose Hernandez.  

Like many of those pres-
ent, Hernandez explained 
how most of the students 
grew up on the franchise 

characters in the game and 
believed the nostalgia was 
a great way for students 
to connect and participate 
in the event. While most 
of the titles on the Classic 
NES are on the Switch, 
the console was more than 
just a prize. It was a tro-
phy; a memorabilia for 
the first SSB event and a 
collector’s piece for the 
winner to cherish as talks 
for more tournaments to 
be held are in the works.  

Alarcon makes full circle back to MSJC

By Enrique Perez

   Professor Herbert 
Alarcon teaches history 
at Mt. San Jacinto Col-
lege -- specifically World, 
Western World, American 
Histories, and the newly in-
stalled History of Religions 
course. However, there is 
also something interesting 
about  Alarcon’s own per-
sonal history;  he  was once 
a student at MSJC himself.  

    He attended  MSJC 
around 2003 and majored 
in history, since he was 
determined to be a history 
professor. After finishing 
his general education,  he 
transferred to the Univer-

sity of California Riverside 
to complete his undergrad-
uate studies in history. Then 
he completed his graduate 
work at California State 
University San Marcos.  

   Alarcon’s determina-
tion to become a history 
professor was fueled by his 
love for history, saying that 
he could recall being pas-
sionate about the subject 
since his childhood, which 
was influenced by his fa-
ther and his school friends. 

  “I’ve always loved his-
tory,” said Alarcon. “From 
the time I was a little kid, 
my dad was really into 
English longbows and we 
used to dress up and go to 

King Arthur shoots and 
dress up like Robin Hood, 
you know, that kind of 
stuff. Then a couple of my 
friends and I joined Renais-
sance Fairs in high school.”   

  But despite his passion 
and pursuit of historical re-
enactments, Alarcon knew 
that he wouldn’t be able 
to make a living from it.

     “I’ve done a bunch 
of historical recre-
ations, but that really 
wasn’t a way to make 
a living,” said Alarcon, 

“so I kind of ‘grew up,’ 
and I was working in a bi-
cycle shop, being a general 
manager and doing well, 
but then I got downsized.” 

   After getting down-
sized from his job, instead 
of trying to get another job, 
Alarcon’s wife encouraged 
him to go back to school.  

 “My wife said that in-
stead of going back to do-
ing that, I should do some-
thing that I love,” he said. 
“So she encouraged me 
to go back to school, and 
so I went back to school 
to be a history teacher.”  

    Originally, Alar-
con thought that he 
would be teaching his-
tory for high school, un-
til he came to MSJC.   

    “After my experience 
here, I decided that I wanted 
to be a community college 
professor and specifically 

here at this school. I was 
lucky enough to be able 
to actually come back and 
teach here,” said Alarcon. 

    Alarcon’s desire for 
wanting to return to teach 
at his  alma mater  was mo-
tivated by his own person-
al appreciation of his time 
and residence in the area. 

    “Well, it’s just like 
where I started, and I live 
here, I’ve lived here for  
20 years, and I’ve lived 
in the Inland Empire my 
whole life, so it was just 
kind of like, ‘these are 
my peeps,’” said Alarcon. 

“So it was just kind of 
like a ‘give back’ kind 
of deal or just more of I 
could connect with the 
students here and may-
be even a little better than 
the teachers that I had.” 

   As for his students, 
Alarcon hopes to teach 
them valuable lessons that 
will not only benefit them 
in the subject of history, 
but also in their own lives 
as college students living 
in modern day society.  

  “History has kind of 
changed a lot because it 
used be like, ‘we were the 
holders of knowledge be-
cause we read the books,’ 
“ Alarcon said. “But now 
in the age of the internet, 
there’s so much informa-
tion out there and it’s kind 
of changed how you fig-

ure out what are the good 
information sources and 
where to get the good in-
formation sources. So it’s 
kind of changed from a 
knowledge base to a skill 
base, and the content of his-
tory helps you learn these 
life skills, such as being 
able to do good research.”

    Alarcon hopes that 
his story and his presence  
on campus will influence 
and inspire students who 
have come from disad-
vantaged backgrounds.  

     “I just want them to 
realize that they can do it 
too,” he said. “Because 
when I went back, my wife 
was like, ‘You know more 
history than most profes-
sors do,’ but I was like, 
‘Yeah, but I have long hair, 
and I’m an ex musician, 
blah blah blah’ and she 
just said, ‘You can do it.’ 

    “So I want people 
to know that they can do 
that. You know, there isn’t 
some box. If you want 
to be a teacher, then be a 
teacher. You don’t have to 
think that you don’t look 
or fit the part. We often 
do that to ourselves, and I 
want people to not do that. 
You know, it’s not about 
where I came from, it’s 
about where I’m going.”

    Outside of teaching, 
Alarcon still continues to 
pursue his love and pas-

From page 8
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Lake Elsinore ‘superbloom’ cont.

Photo by Shelby Walker
Lake Elsinore city officials hold press conference concerning ‘superbloom’
From page 1

Photo by Christopher Soto
Lake Elsinore ‘superbloom’

we experienced about 
three weeks of a spike 
in tourism, but not large 
enough for us to really get 
an accurate number of just 
how many people came.” 

 The weekend of March 
17, the city experienced 
crowds beyond anything 
they could have experi-
enced with over 50,000 
people visiting on Saturday 
the 16th and 100,000 on 
Sunday the 17th.      Ac-
cording to the mayor, the 
city was expecting about 
20,000 people a day.  

Traffic on the 15 freeway 
was backed up north and 
southbound, causing se-
vere delays for not only the 
people trying to reach the 
superbloom but commut-
ers and residents as well. 
There were a total of seven 
emergencies that required 
medical attention, rang-
ing from exhaustion, heat 
stroke, and snake bite (only 
one reported snake bite).  

The crowds, excessive 

traffic, people parking on 
freeway, and an increase in 
emergency calls caused the 
city to close down Walker 
Canyon, where the bloom 
is, until a better plan could 
be made to handle the 
large number of tourists.  

The city reopened the 
canyon on Monday the 
18th, due to weekday traf-
fic being easier to handle.  

“We do not want to deny 
anyone from being able 
to see the poppies, so we 
reopened the canyon and 
have begun to put a plan 
in motion to handle the 
weekend traffic. We will 
be teaming up with vari-
ous agencies to help with 
the problems that took 
place this last weekend” 
said Manos on March 20.  

On March 21, the city 
held an official press con-
ference to explain what 
measures have been taken 
to ensure public safety and 
how the city planned to 
handle the boom in tourism. 
There were representatives 

from the City of Lake El-
sinore, Caltrans, California 
Highway Patrol, Lake El-
sinore Police Department, 
Riverside County Fire, 
Parks and Recreation, and 
the County of Riverside, 
all of which played crucial 
roles in developing the plan 
to help the city, tourists 
and above all the residents.  

Officials explained they 
would be closing the of-
framp at Lake Street as it 
was the exit causing the 
most problems with traffic. 
They would also be closing 
other various streets from 
the public and those would 
only be accessible for 
emergency personnel and 
residents of those areas. 
Also, the only way people 
would be able to reach the 
canyon to view the pop-
pies would be by shuttle, 
which would cost $10 per 
a person over the age of 3.  

A Highway Patrol offi-
cial explained there would 
be an increase of officers 
out to help control the 

traffic on the freeway to 
keep the 15-freeway mov-
ing and stop people from 
parking on the shoulder.  

When the weekend of 
March came around, things 
did end up going smoother. 
Although were lines for the 

shuttle going to and from 
the canyon, they were able 
to keep a flow of getting 
people in and out. The free-
way did slow in areas but 
continued to move along 
without any real incidents.  

Manos said their week-
end efforts have been ef-
fective. Their focus now is 
working on the weekday 
efforts to help with traffic. 
They will now be staffing 
the week days with city 
officials and volunteers in 
an effort of keeping Lake 
Street traffic manageable 
because since there are 
no shuttles during week 
days and visitors are able 
to park near the canyon.  

Nicole Daily, Assis-
tant to the City Manag-
er, explained that the city 
is hoping to either break 
even or make a small prof-
it after all of the efforts 
being made to accom-
modate the superbloom.  

Although the city has not 
seen a huge revenue from 
the tourism directly, the 
local economy is booming 
from it.  Businesses and 
restaurants are even almost 
running out of goods to 

sell due to the consistent 
amount of people coming.  

 A Parks and Recreation 
official said that there is no 
real way to see just how 
long this beautiful display 
of flowers will last. Their 
biologist says that as the 
weather gets hotter and rain 
showers happen less often, 
the flowers will begin to die.  

This is why the city rec-
ommends those who have 
not yet gotten a chance to 
see the superbloom come 
out before it’s gone forever.  

Manos wants everyone 
to remember, “Respect the 
area. Be sure to clean up 
after yourself, stay on the 
trails, do not pick or lay 
in the flowers, know your 
limits, wear the right at-
tire, DO NOT PARK ON 
THE FREEWAY, and en-
joy this possibly once in 
a life time experience.” 

Make sure to check the 
City of Lake Elsinore’s 
website before visiting 
to know exactly what 
roads and exits to avoid. 

·	 STEM
Have you ever pounded questions about ideas & mechanics 
that make the world go around?
Are you interested in learning new skills & ideas related to 
the field of STEM?
Are you a STEM Major & want to make your transfer ap-
plication look good?
If you answered yes to any of these questions, then you will 
enjoy the STEM Club?

Interested? Our meeting times are as follow: 
Tuesday (Workshop & General meetings): 
3:30-6:30pm, Rm. 156

Fridays (Offi-
cers meetings): 11am-12pm, Rm TBA

THE MSJC FOUNDATION 
SUPPORTS THE SJC POETRY 
CLUB

TREATS 
AND 
POETRY
Join us for our event taking place in 
the art  gallery Apri l  18th at 12pm for 
poetry prompt and poetry-sharing 
based on the prompt,  to help 
expand our creativity writ ing skil ls. 
POETRY/SECOND 
CHANCE CLUB
"Poetry is not a turning loose of  emot ion, but an escape 
from emotion; i t  is  not  the expression of  personal i ty,  but 
an escape from personal i ty.  But,  of  course, only those 
who have personal i ty and emot ions know what i t  means to 
want to escape from these things" T.S El iot

Photo by Mya Correa
Correa’s art work on display at Menifee Music and Art Festival.Photo by Christopher Soto

Katie Koestner speaks at Women’s Empowerment and Survivor Forum.
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Menifee Music & Arts Festival cont. 
From page 1

Photo by Jennifer Vargas
Temecula Road performs at Arts and Music Festival for last ‘hometown’ event.

      One of the local 
performing artists, Teme-
cula Road, told the crowd 
that playing the festival 
was a bitter-sweet mo-
ment for them as it was 
their last home town 
show before they make 
the move to Nashville.  

    They are currently 
working on new music they 
are gearing up to release 
and allowed the festival 
goers the opportunity to 
hear unreleased music. Af-
ter their performance, they 
held a meet-and-greet so 
that everyone could have 
the opportunity to meet 
them and take pictures and 
get autographed pictures 
and guests were able to pur-
chase some of their mer-
chandise that was for sale. 

  “We loved being able to 
play close to our hometown 
of Temecula, and seeing all 
our family and friends at 
the show. We are moving to 
Nashville next month. We 
will be working on lots of 
new music there and releas-
ing some new songs very 
soon,” said Temecula Road. 

    Having a successful 
Music & Arts Festival re-
quires a big draw and that 
included the headliners, 

Thompson Square. The 
full band show was lively 
and it didn’t feel any dif-
ferent than any other big 
venue concert. The crowd 
was able to sing along to 
familiar songs and get silly 
with the band as they did 
impromptu cover songs.  

There were tender mo-

ments throughout the set 
that even had couples 
dancing together near 
the front of the stage.  

Thompson Square’s 
Shawna and Keifer Thomp-
son even made an appear-
ance on The Talon’s Insta-
gram as they greeted all of 
their readers and viewers 

of social media and spoke 
about playing for the fes-
tival. In a separate quote, 
they told The Talon, “It 
was an honor playing the 
first annual Music and 
Arts Festival. The crowd 
was awesome we had 
an amazing time and we 
can’t wait to come back.”  

They also thanked the 
crowd for attending and 
supporting the local com-
munity. They reminded 
the crowd that the key to 
any successful festival 
was their attendance and 
if they keep showing up 
year after year, the festi-
val will be able to get big-

MSJC’s 
student 
leadership 
cont.
From page 2

    Another position is 
The Senator of College Ac-
tivities, which is held by 
Crystal Garcia and Debbie 
Gelista. Their job involves 
bringing college activities 
into fruition that the student 
body wants or needs. An 

example is that last se-
mester, Garcia put together a 
panel based on sexual harass-
ment to bring awareness to 
the issue on campus and off.  

      The next role is held 
by Allison Salas, who is the 
Commissioner of Institution-
al Effectiveness, and Nicklas 
Singh, who is the Senator of 
Institutional Effectiveness. 
Their job is to make sure ev-
eryone in the commission 
is attending the meetings 
and running the commit-
tee efficiently and to spot 
any errors the SGA makes.  

    Lastly, Joseph “Max” 
Swanson is the Senator of 
Public Relations who handled 
his position all on his own 
without a commissioner. Now 
that a commissioner has been 
appointed their team will be 
more potent than ever. Their 
job is to run the social media 
accounts for SGA and are re-
sponsible for going to SGA 
events and other club events.  

  From being in the SGA, 
these students have experi-
enced a lot and have enjoyed 
the journey. Lopez’s experi-
ence as a student trustee has 
shown her why she enjoys 
being a part of the committee.   

     “I think the best part is 
getting to see the deans and 
vice presidents and seeing 
how hard they work for us 
and just knowing what re-
ally goes into this college 
and seeing how much they 
really care,” Lopez said.  

    Although it may seem 
like work for these students, 
to them it is group effort 
that can influence. Perez de-
scribes the SGA as a family 
and that to many in the com-
mittee it seems to be the case.     

Vandals don’t stop Beyond the Binary cont.

Photos by Shelby Walker
Above photo Sullivan gives opening remarks. Bottom photo forum panel.

From page 1
ranging from administra-

tors, faculty, staff, students, 
and community members.  

        When Oberg was 
asked how it felt to see 
such a large turnout and 
united front, she  said, “Not 
surprised, but humbled and 
moved by the response.  I 
was honored to see the 
walls lined with faculty, 
staff, and administrators 
from both campuses to 
stand in unity supporting 
our LGBTQ+ students, as a 
show of solidarity and com-
mitment to support students 
of all marginalized groups. 

    “It was the proudest 
moment of my time here 
at MSJC, and I was never 
more honored to be an Ea-
gle.  I am so thankful to Dr. 
Schultz, Dr. Colson, and 
all the administrative team 
for their swift response 
to the incident. I am also 
thankful to our dedicated 
faculty who commit their 
hearts and lives to not just 
educating students, but to 
empowering them and sup-
porting them in their lives, 
and advocating for their 
success and well-being in 
and outside the classroom.” 

     Before the forum be-
gan, Professor Ryan Sul-
livan of the San Jacinto 
Campus gave the open-
ing remarks. Sullivan was 
able to tell everyone a bit 
about his story of coming 
out and showing what he 
has accomplished. Sulli-
van reassured every stu-
dent that he will always 
have an open-door policy 

and be there to advocate 
for the students of MSJC. 

“If you want on our 
campus you dont see any 
visible support for the 
LGBTQ+  community ex-
cept flyers when there is 
an event..Today we take 
a stand,” said Sullivan.

When speaking about 
the need for  LGBTQ+ 
students to know MSJC 
is a safe place where 
they will be supported. 

  The panel for the forum 
was made up of students, 
faculty, administrators, and 
a representative on behalf 
of PFLAG. The panel was 
able to give a wide range 
of insight on various ques-
tions from asking what ev-
eryone’s experience with 
coming out was, how they 
created a support system, 
to what obstacles they have 
faced, and many more.  

The audience was en-
gaged and eager to ask ques-
tions at the end during the 
Q and A part of the event.  

   “This forum made 
me know that I will al-
ways have a family here 
and I know that I have a 
safe space to just be me 
without judgement. Be-
fore tonight I hadn’t felt 
that in my life before,” 
said a student who wish-
es to remain anonymous. 

MSJC also has a 
LGBTQ+ task force 
that will be planning 
more events like this to 
spread support and ed-
ucate. They have also 
launched a scholarship 
for LGBTQ+ students.  

   After the event, Oberg 
was asked what she wanted 
the vandals to know if they 
were to read this article. 

   “The vandals should 
have the opportunity to be 
educated,” she said.  “Ide-
ally, their actions are found-
ed in ignorance, which we 
can combat with educa-
tion.  But if it is founded 
in hate, then that is some-
thing we can only combat 
with love and experience. 

  “Social psychology 
shows that when we find 
ourselves connected to 
a member of a group for 
which we carry hatred and 
prejudice, then we face a 
cognitive dissonance that 
forces us to reconsider 
our attitudes.  It is hard to 
carry hatred and preju-
dice toward a group when 
you know and care about 
a member of that group.  

  “That is why these 
events are important. Not 
only do they create a safe 
space for members of the 

community, but they also 
provide visibility for oth-
ers to see how much they 
have in common with one 
another, and how much 
all of us deserve respect 
love and support to be 
our authentic selves.” 

  The administration 
and faculty want stu-
dents to know there are 
resources available if 

they ever feel threatened 
or discriminated against.  

   “If any student feels as 
if they are being harassed, 
discriminated against, or 
threatened on the basis of 
their sex, gender identity, or 
sexual orientation, they can 
file a Title IX complaint,” 
Oberg said.  “They can con-
tact Aysia Pennell, Maya 
Cardenas, or Jeannine 

Stokes for a Title IX con-
cern.  They can also come 
to me Anjeanette Oberg, 
Erik Ozolins at the Meni-
fee Campas. At San Jacin-
to, Ryan Sullivan, Tami 
Smith, and Alma Ramirez 
will all stand with students 
who need a faculty re-
source.  You are not alone.”  

Miss Hemet/San Jacinto scholarship pageant cont.

Photo Courtesy of Miss Hemet/ San Jacinto Pageant
The city queens attend Soropticmist girl power conference at MSJC.

ge level,” accord-
ing to valleyqueens.org.  

   On top of their platforms, 
the titleholders and little sis-
ters participate in a wide 
range of community services.  
These include ribbon cut-
tings, helping in the commu-
nity, community events, and 
helping local organizations.  

       Everyone who goes 
out for the titles has a dif-
ferent reason as to why they 
want to give a year to ser-
vice for their community.  

    Ward decided to go out for 
Miss San Jacinto so she could 
get involved with her com-
munity once again. Ward was 
Miss Teen San Jacinto 2015. 
Another reason she decided to 
return was San Jacinto High 
School’s legacy program. 
Ward is currently a senior there.  

 “The Miss SJ/Miss Hemet 
pageant program has been in-
viting me as an alumnus for 
the last eight years because 
of being a past title holder for 

Miss San Jacinto Fire Dept. 
1978-1979,” Vandever said.     
“The pageant just reinstated 
the “Mrs. “ category in 2018, 
so I decided it would be a 
great opportunity for me to 
participate again in this event, 
and it would be my honor to 
give back what I can to the 

to grow each year and reach 
more parts of the community.  

     When asked what has 
been the best so far, they all 
agreed it was meeting new 
people and being able to 
give back to their commu-
nity. They each elaborated 
a bit more in detail to what 

has been the best part so far.  
     “I would have to say the 

best part has been all the events 
at Christmas time and helping 
families in need during the hol-
idays. Also, the fact that I was 
able to fundraise money for 
T.H.E. Center since it means 
so much to me.” said Villa. 

 “I would have to say the 
amazing people I am lucky 
enough to come in contact 
with practically on a daily ba-
sis,” Vandever said. “Wheth-
er it’s a ribbon cutting or a 
parade, it’s been an amazing 
journey so far and it’s barely 
four months into it. The abso-
lute best thing I’ve been part 
of so far is what I’ve been 
able to organize, meet and 
discuss my ideas for my cause 
or platform, helping seniors.” 

    The women have each 
been impacted from the jour-
ney so far and felt they have 
benefited from participating 
in the pageant. They also en-
couraged women to look into 
it if they were interested. The 

women plan to continue to 
use the next eight months to 
make as big of a difference 
in the community as they can 
while also being role mod-
els for other young women.  

    “All the title holders are 
role models. We have so much 
to give, teach and learn from 
our community. I love being 
the older title holder out of 
the group for this reason, my 
hope is to be a role model, 
and one even within our or-
ganization,” said Vandever.  

    The women have also at-
tended multiple events at Mt. 
San Jacinto College since No-
vember, including the Winter 
Orchestra Concert, Soropti-
mist Girl Power Conference, 
and Day of the Young Child. 

     MSJC students who 
may be interested about go-
ing out for the 2020 pageant 
can find more information 
at valleyqueens.org. The 
pageant lets women of all 
ages participate, whether 
you’re 15 or 50 and married. 

community I grew up in.” 
    The titleholders are not 

even half way through their 
year of service and have tak-
en part in over 45 events since 
November, already surpass-
ing the number of events last 
year’s title holders participat-
ed in. The program continues 

 From page 7



12 THE TALON, APRIL 2019

Shelby Walker
Editor-in-Chief & Pho-
tographer & Writer & 

Designer 

Alyse Deatherage
SJC Site Editor &           

Designer   

Jose  Daniel Arreguin
Vice President & Writer

Jesus Alcala
Secretary & Writer & De-

signer & Photographer

Melissa Castro
Writer

Jennifer Vargas
Writetr & Photographer

Jamee Menez
MVC Site Editor

Cindy Lopez
Writer

Rita Douangpannha
Writer

Marc-Anthony Rosas
Photographer

Gregory Stires
 Treasure & Writer

Pablo Ramos
Writer

Rebecca Metts
Writer

Olivia Snyder
Writer

Christopher Soto
Photoagrapher & Writer

Mahak Tiwari
Writer

Enrique Perez
Writer

Priscilla Perez
Photographer

Jaqueline Cespedes
Writer

Maria Buchanan
Graphic Artist

Marc-Anthony  Rosas
Photographer

Tawny Day
Writer

Ashley Acevedo 
Writer

Missy Corr
Writer

Eric Rodriguez
Writer

Brea Pratt
Designer

Dr. Michele Weber
Adviser

Doug Spoon 
Journalistic Adviser

Ron Newman 
Adviser

Meetings: 
Monday 

130pm-2:30pm
 Room 479 MVC 
Room 326 SJC

Photo by Jennifer Vargas
Thompson Square headlines Music & Arts Festival.

Photo by Shelby Walker
Child Development Center gets chicken coop donated.

Photo by MVC Criminal Justice Club
Students learn how to fingerprint.

Photo by Shelby Walker
TED students put on activity at Chil Development Center.

Social Media Handles

#KeepCommAndTalonOn

Email: msjctalon@gmail.com
Instagram: @msjctalon

Facebook: Mt. San Jacinto College 
Talon

Twitter: @msjctalon
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